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“Have a great first “Have a great first 
week of  school!”week of  school!”

This 1920 map of Western North Carolina shows the location of Hazel Creek, which 
is only accessible by taking a ferry across Fontana Lake and completing a seven-mile 
hike to one of the remote locations of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

The reward for completing the grueling climb to Bone Valley is a seat around 
the “ring of fire.” From left, David Anderson, Ross Bradshaw, Jim Hunter, Bryan 
Averett, Harold Ross, Jim Thigpen.

The Ascent to Bone Valley
Local fishing club treks each year to a remote 
mountain fishing camp

Editor’s Note: This is the first installment 
of a two-part story chronicling the 
annual journey a local fishing club has 
made for over 30 years to a remote 
mountain stream in the mountains of 
North Carolina.

BY HAROLD ROSS, JR.

 For 34 years and counting, I have been 
leading members of the Hazel Creek Fly 
Fishing Club to the backcountry of Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. 
Each year, my group of 7 or 8 buddies 
prepares to spend up to seven days 
camping and fishing on the crown jewel of 
trout streams called Hazel Creek. We meet 
at a club member’s house in January of 
each year to plan the year’s trip date and 
try to set a date during the month of May. 
 May is really the best of both worlds 
as far as weather for this camping trip. 
Historically we have warm days for fishing 
and cool nights for sleeping, which make 
things much more comfortable. This year 

we have had to postpone the trip until 
the second week of September because of 
COVID-19. Hopefully we will have similar 
temperatures that reflect the month of May.
 Once the date is set, we plan all the 
logistics from who is driving to the menu. 
A lot goes into preparing for a trip when 
you have to pack in everything you need 
from matches and food to fishing gear and 
toilet paper for a whole week.
 This is not your ordinary camping and 
fishing trip to the local drive up KOA 
campground. This is backcountry camping 

to one of the most remote sections of 
the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. There are no restroom facilities, no 
hot showers, no Coke machines and no 
driving to a store if you happen to forget 
something. And if you get homesick – 
sorry, no cell phone service. 
 If you get injured, you’d better hope it’s 
minor because it is a seven-mile hike back 
down the trail to the lakeshore. Then – if 
you’re lucky – you might catch one or two 
or three shuttles coming over from the 
marina bringing other through hikers or 
maybe bass fisherman passing through the 
cove. This is back-to-basics Camping 101 
where you carry everything in that you will 
need for a week of camping and fishing.
 The trip starts by packing a covered 
trailer the night before departure. 
Everybody brings over their individual 
duffle bags and/or packs with personal 
items, clothing and fishing gear.  Then 
there is the community camping gear to 
pack including a stove, kitchenware, camp 
chairs, axe/saws, tarp, tents, food, bear-
proof chuck box, bear-proof cooler and 
the survival tool bag. 
 To haul all this gear up the trail, our 
group had two customized aluminum pull 
carts made just for this trip. These carts 
are heavy-duty and capable of holding 
over 700 pounds of gear each. Did I 
mention we had to haul these seven miles 
to our campsite?
 On the day the trip starts, the group 
pulls out of Johnson City at 5:30 a.m. 
sharp and heads over the mountain 
through Asheville on our way to 
Fontana Lake in North Carolina. We 
always like to stop by a greasy spoon 
restaurant to load up on calories for the 
physical test of prowess ahead of us for 
the day. 
 It is also important to be well hydrated 
for this trip because of the physical 
exertion of the trek up the mountain to the 
campsite. Once we arrive at the marina, we 
unload everything on the boat ramp and 
wait for “Miss Hazel.” This is the name of 
the large pontoon boat that ferries all our 

SEE HAZEL CREEK, 3

For over three decades, 
Harold Ross, Jr. and his 
Hazel Creek Fly Fishing 
Club have made the 
treacherous hike up 
to Hazel Creek in the 
mountains of North 
Carolina for a week of 
fishing and fun.
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Johnson City Schools students get back to school

Ben Casson is excited to start the 
seventh grade at Liberty Bell, albeit 
virtually.

Towne Acres first grader Chloe Tester 
was excited for the start of the new 
school year.

Lauren Kimmons began her fourth-
grade year at Lake Ridge virtually on 
Monday.

Indian Trail student Fiona Ongie began 
fifth grade on Monday.

Milligan University announces virtual semester option for students
 Milligan University President Dr. Bill Greer announced 
last week that undergraduate students have the option to 
complete their courses exclusively online this fall. 
	 “Our	administration,	faculty	and	staff	have	worked	
tirelessly this summer to prepare for an on-campus 
fall semester, and we look forward to welcoming our 
students home. However, we also want to provide 
students with the option to complete their courses 
entirely online this fall,” said Greer. “Our top priority 
continues to be providing students with Milligan’s 
distinctive educational experience while ensuring 
everyone’s health and safety. We are preparing for most 
undergraduate students to return to campus this fall, but 
we understand that some students’ personal situations 
may favor continued online learning at this time.”
 Both options will meet the same learning goals 
and provide students with the full educational 
experience Milligan champions. High levels of faculty-
student engagement will remain a priority, as well as 
opportunities for student activities, spiritual formation, 
career development and student success. 
 Courses with clinicals, science labs, skills labs or 
experiential requirements may not be available for 
the online option, including upper-level nursing and 
engineering courses. 
 Tuition and fees will remain the same cost for 
undergraduate students who select to complete the fall 
semester virtually, however students living remotely 
will not be charged for room and board. Eligibility 

for Milligan scholarships and grants will still be available 
for the online option, but scholarship amounts may 
be impacted if the total cost of attendance is reduced. 
Eligibility for other sources of aid may change as well.
 Students in graduate, seminary and professional 
studies programs should check with their program 
director and academic advisor regarding online 
possibilities. Students will be emailed a form, and their 
decision is due by Friday, Aug. 14.
	 The	first	day	of	classes	will	be	held	on	Tuesday,	Aug.	
25, and the fall semester will end one week early on Dec. 
4. All students will be expected to return for on-campus 
instruction for the Spring 2021 semester, pending 
improvements in the COVID-19 pandemic.
 In preparation for students’ return to campus, Milligan’s 
Response Team and six planning teams have created the 
“Milligan Returns Home” plan outlining health and safety 
guidance for all aspects of the institution.
 Some of the measures Milligan plans to take to reduce 
the risk of COVID-19 on campus include:
 • Wear a face mask in any campus buildings and in 
outdoor common areas when social distancing of six feet 
is not possible.
 • Modify on-campus dining services to conform with 
physical distancing and safety protocols.
 • Deliver classes primarily face-to-face but include 
a wider variety of hybrid formats to accommodate 
students and faculty in vulnerable health populations or 
other factors impacting their ability to participate in on-

campus teaching and learning.
	 •	Offer	a	residential	experience	with	a	cohort	model	for	
roommates and suitemates.
 • Build community through curricular and co-
curricular opportunities for students to connect and 
explore opportunities for shared experiences.
 • Operate athletic programs in accordance with NAIA 
and conference guidelines.
 The details of the “Milligan Returns Home” plan, 
in addition to any updates, can be viewed online 
at milligan.edu/returnhome.

JCPL offers services for parents, students
 While Johnson City Public Library’s 
building is temporarily closed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the library 
continues	to	offer	services	helpful	to	
parents and students.
 Library cards give families access to 
over 147,000 books and media, as well 
as digital resources. People register 
for a card by calling 423.434.4450, 
then pick it up at curbside. To obtain a 
child’s card, a guardian over 18 years 
old registers for a card, then adds the 
child to the account.
 The library provides contact-
free curbside pickup for all items 
placed on hold. Cardholders reserve 

materials through the online 
catalog at jcpl.org or by calling 
423.434.4450.	They	are	notified	by	
email or text once their holds are 
ready for pickup.
 Hotspots for mobile WiFi access are 
available to library cardholders. The 
devices are borrowed for $2 per day 
for up to two weeks. To check out a 
hotspot, users must be 18 years old, 
have been a cardholder for at least 30 
days,	and	owe	less	than	$5	in	fines.	
Hotspots are put on hold by calling 
423.434.4450.
	 The	library	offers	Book	Bundles,	
batches of books chosen by librarians 

based on the themes, topics and ages 
that a user requests. Book Bundles are 
ordered at jcpl.org or 423.434.4450.
 Junior Traveling Tales, book club 
kits for school-age kids, are available 
for checkout. The kits include 10 
copies of a book, discussion questions 
and related activities. Kits are reserved 
at jcpl.org or by calling 423.434.4450.
 A range of online resources are 
available at jcpl.org to assist students 
and parents, including TEL4U 
for grades K-5 school help and 
Tennessee READS for ebooks and 
audiobooks.
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“Are you working with the right lender?”

Bob Hefty
Sr. Loan Officer/Branch Manager

A veteran of the United States Army who 
proudly served our great country for 

5 years, Bob has been serving the 
mortgage needs of the Tri-Cities and 
surrounding areas for over 15 years. 
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Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection 
that your pet may contract due to 

exposure to wildlife or water contaminated with 
wildlife urine.  Animals affected by Leptospirosis 

(commonly called Lepto) can become sick very 
quickly.  The disease typically affects the liver 

and kidneys and can cause one or both of 
those systems to fail.  You may see symptoms 
at home of fever, lethargy, decrease appetite, 

vomiting and excessive water intake.  A 
urine or blood test is used to diagnose the 

infection, though treatment is often 
started before test results come back.  

Leptospirosis is also a Zoonotic infect, 
which means that humans can contract 
the disease from affected animals.  For 
this reason, protective gloves are used 
when handling pets that are showing 
signs of possible Lepto infection.  For 

more information on how to prevent this 
type of infection in your pet, schedule an 

appointment with one of our veterinarians.

Ask
Vetthe

Sally MacLane,  DVM

5462 Hwy. 11-E  
Piney Flats 
423.538.8119   
aah4pets.com

Leptospirosis - 
why vaccination 
is important

gear and us across Fontana Lake to where Hazel Creek 
enters the lake.
  Riding the ferry across the lake, stress of our busy lives 
seems to melt away as we anticipate our arrival into a 
cove where Hazel Creek feeds into Fontana Lake. After 
the invigorating 30-minute ride across the lake, we take 
the last bend into the ever-winding cove of Hazel Creek. 
A Kingfisher darts by the boat chattering with excitement 
as if welcoming us back to our playground in paradise. 
The physical test on manhood begins once we’re docked 
on shore. We unload the pull carts first, followed by what 
seems like enough gear to put on a circus for week. We 
wave goodbye to our boat captain with a quick shout of, 
“Don’t forget to pick us up at 1 p.m. five days later,” and 
the sound of the motor gives way to the peaceful songs of 
birds and the quiet roar of the creek.
  The time has come to pack the carts so they will be 
balanced just right for the long pull up the mountain on 
an old primitive logging road. The old logging road is still 
maintained today by the park service so families of past 
residents can visit the old gravesites once a year.
 From 1830 to 1944, the Hazel Creek watershed was 
once the home to many thriving townships. These 
communities were once frontier settlements during the 
1800s. When the natural resources started to be harvested 
they quickly became mining and logging towns.  Then 
around 1939, with the outbreak of World War II, TVA 
needed more power for the Aluminum Company of 
America (ALCOA) located in Maryville, Tennessee. 
The building of Fontana Dam and the purchase of over 
68,000 acres, which was flooded to create Fontana Lake, 
made it necessary to relocate over 1,310 families, 1,047 
graves and over 60 miles of roads. The government 
promised to rebuild a road back into this area so families 
could visit one of over 20 graveyards located in the area. 
 With carts packed, we start the long pull up the 
mountain on the primitive logging road, which follows 
the banks of Hazel Creek. After crossing the first bridge a 
quarter-mile up from the lake, the trip takes us past the 
decaying ruins of the Ritter Lumber Company Mills. 
 The heat of the morning starts to settle in along with 
burning leg muscles as we enter an area we affectionately 
call Locust Valley. This is a beautiful open valley with a 

tall stand of locust trees. 
As we pass through this 
area, a large group of crows 
are chasing a bird of prey 
as it swoops through the 
treetops. 
 We now reach bridge 
No. 2, which was replaced 
in 2004 as a result of a 
flood caused by Hurricane 
Isabel. During the 
reconstruction of this 
bridge back in 2004 and 
2005, we had to stop here, 
unload both carts of all 
gear and hand-carry across 
a temporary footbridge 
(including the carts 
themselves). This added an 
extra hour to our trip up. 
 Now we start one of the 
long 1.5-mile stretches 
of the road, all uphill, to 
bridge No. 3.  As we travel 
through a deep canopy 
of forest, the sweat really 
starts pouring and the 
gnats, horse flies and ticks 
seem to descend on us as if 
the strain of pulling all this 
gear was not enough. 
Upon reaching the third 
bridge, we park the carts 
for our first water break 
and short rest. As we stand 
on the bridge, we observe 
the magnitude of beauty 
before us looking both 
upstream and down. We 
notice butterflies dancing 
in the sunlit openness over 
the creek as the cool breeze 
refreshes our senses. 
 Back on the trail, 
we head further north 
through an area called 
Sawdust pile, which is 
another backcountry 
campsite named for 
sawdust left over from a 
sawmill located along the 
creek in years past. At 
about mile five, we reach 
bridge No. 4, which overlooks a beautiful turn in the 
creek. We always stop here to view a long deep pool 
where we can actually see trout rising for flies and other 
terrestrials passing overhead in the deep clear water. 
 It is at this point in the trip where a visiting member 
of our group will ask how much further. You are pretty 
much soaked head to toe in sweat, feet on fire and legs 
and back aching for relief. Older members know that the 
end is in sight, just two more miles. 
 The distance between bridges No. 4 and No. 5 is only 
300 yards, but is probably the roughest part of the 
primitive road because of the rockiness of the path. 
Halfway between the fourth and fifth bridges a rock 
wall spouts a freshwater spring. We always stop here 
to refill our water bottles and drink the pure pristine 
mountain water. 
 There is Brook lettuce growing all around this spring. 
Old time Moonshiners would always look for water 
sources with Brook lettuce growing around the spring, 
brook or creek because they knew that it was nature’s 
barometer as to the purity of the water source. 
Refreshed and invigorated by a splash of spring water 
on the head, we proceed up to bridge No. 5. As we cross 
the fifth bridge, you can see another creek emptying into 
Hazel named Sugarfork. 
 It was on this creek that the famed Author and 
outdoorsman Horace Kephart once lived and wrote his 
famous book “Our Southern Highlanders.” His book told 
of the many aspects of life in the Smokies in the early 
1900s. Another 50 yards, and we come to bridge No. 6, 
which crosses Sugarfork Creek and is at the base of a 
infamous hill named “Heart Attack Hill” – and rightly so. 
To our right is the third backcountry campsite, which 
sits on a peninsula at the confluence of Hazel Creek and 

Sugarfork Creek. This is 
one of the favorite camping 
sites for fly fishermen 
because it sits below a large 
stand of Hemlocks, and as 
they shed their needles, the 
floor of the camp is very 
comfortable for sleeping. 
     The sad part about this 
story is the infestation 
of the Hemlock 
Woolly Adelgid, which 
methodically killed the 
century-old growth stand. 
They have all died now, 
and the forest service has 
been cutting them down 

because of the danger they pose to campers at this site.
     As we prepare to ascend the mighty feat in front of us, 
we pause for a snack lunch of power bars, trail mix and 
beef jerky washed down with the fresh spring water. 
 The strategy changes at this point in the trip. We all 
man one cart first, four men on the handle and four men 
pushing the back of the cart. The hill before us climbs 
ever more steeper as we pull and push our way forward. 
It is at this point in the trip that each one questions our 
sanity as our hearts are pounding in our chest, through 
our necks and out our ears deafening the roar of the 
creek below.
 “Breeeeaaackah!” one of the members of our human 
mule team hollers. We all stop halfway up the hill, 
breathing too deeply to even carry on a four-word 
conversation. It’s not enough that we have already 
traveled six miles, but that the last mile includes a 300 
yard hill from hell! 
 “Lets Go,” shouts another more physically fit member, 
and we all resume with grunts and moans of physical 
pain as we roll forward. Once we reach a plateau in the 
trail, we park the first cart and walk feebly back down the 
hill to repeat our wonderful feat of physical stamina.
At this point, you start to see the smiles and hear the 
excitement on the hearts of men who have completed yet 
another year of conquering the most grueling physical 
aspect of this trip. At this point in my story you may ask, 
“Why go so far to camp and fish when we could have 
chosen one of the previous campsites?” Well, the reason 
is twofold. The first reason is tradition and affection 
of a particular campsite. The second reason is most 
fishermen that come over to fish Hazel will not hike, 
camp or fish this high up on the creek for the very reason 
of the difficulty of getting to the Bone Valley campsite. 
 One of the main reasons we love this trip is the simple 
aspect of getting away from civilization and other 
campers. There is something to be said for the fact that 
you can camp and fish with your best buddies in the 
woods and feel like it is your group and no one else.
We round the last curve in the road and we see home 
sweet home - “Bone Valley Campsite.” This particular 
campsite sits at the confluence of Bone Valley Creek and 
Hazel Creek. The name of the creek and campsite comes 
from an event back in the turn of the century when 
an early settler was grazing his cattle in winter, and a 
historic snowstorm trapped and killed all the livestock. 
For years after that, there were bones scattered across 
the area by animals that had fed on the perished animals.  

	 Check	back	next	week	for	some	great	“fish	tales”	and	
other	memories	Harold	and	his	crew	have	accumulated	
over	three	decades	of	making	the	trek	to	Hazel	Creek.

Jim Thigpen and David Anderson help load the carts that will carry a week’s 
worth of provisions up the rugged trail to the campsite. 

A ferry ride across scenic Fontana Lake is the only way to access the upper part of 
Hazel Creek, which can only be reached by traveling on a primitive logging road.

Hazel Creek  from page 1
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BY DAVE ONGIE, NEWS 
EDITOR
 
 After a lengthy discus-
sion, the Johnson City 
Board of Education voted 
Monday night to allow 
contact sports to carry on 
as scheduled at Science 
Hill High School and Lib-
erty Bell Middle School. 
The decision aligns 
Johnson City Schools 
with Washington County, 
which made the decision 
a week prior to allow foot-
ball and girls’ soccer teams 
to begin competing.
 Athletes and their par-
ents turned out in full force 
on Monday advocating for 
the fall season to begin as 
scheduled, and many of 
them spoke prior to the 
board’s vote. When the 
board began discussing 
the topic, board member 
Paula Treece was among 
those recommending that 
sports be allowed to start 
as scheduled. Treece cited 
CDC data that showed 
increased risk of mental 
health issues among teen-
agers during the pandemic 
and said athletes and their 
parents should be given the 
choice to participate.
 However, board chair 
Tim Belisle was particular-
ly critical of resuming con-
tact sports while students 
in the system were starting 
the school year with virtual 
learning due to the spread 

of COVID-19.
 “I just don’t know it’s 
responsible for us to do 
at this point,” Belisle 
said, noting that college 
programs and conference 
around the country have 
made the decision to cancel 
their fall sports seasons 
due to COVID-19. 
 Despite Belisle’s opposi-
tion, a motion passed that 
allowed football and girls’ 
soccer to be played along 
with all the other fall sports 
at Science Hill and Liber-
ty Bell provided athletes 
signed a pledge to wear 
masks and socially distance.
 The groundwork for 
Monday’s decision was 
laid during a special called 
Board of Education meet-
ing last Wednesday, which 
was convened in order to 
gather information from 
Science Hill athletic direc-
tor Keith Turner on the 
schools’ plans and proce-
dures for football and girls’ 
soccer to be played this fall.
 Turner gave an overview 
of the requirements put in 
place by the TSSAA, which 
includes temperature 
checks for athletes before 
each event and strict social 
distancing and cleaning 
measures geared toward 
ensuring spectators can 
attend games safely. 
 One area not addressed 
in the TSSAA’s policies, 
however, is regular testing 
of athletes. At the college 

and pro level, athletes are 
tested regularly in order 
to reduce the chances of a 
COVID-19 outbreak. But 
when board vice-chair 
Kathy Hall asked Turner 
last Wednesday whether 
athletes at Science Hill 
were tested regularly, he 
said the cost of regular 
testing made it impossible.
 “We don’t have that 
capability as a high school 
athletic program,” Turner 
said. “There are a lot of col-
leges that are doing that, 
but right now we’re just 
being as safe as we can. 
We’re telling them to take 
personal responsibility.”
 Despite a lack of reg-
ular testing, Turner said 
Science Hill has shown the 
ability to limit the spread 
of COVID-19. He said the 
school’s athletic programs 
have already seen five pos-
itive tests, and each time 
a quick response has kept 
the virus from spreading.
 “We’ve got a process 
in place, and we’ve been 
overly cautious when that 
has happened,” Turner told 
the board, adding that one 
team’s activities were shut 
down completely for 14 
days after a positive test. “I 
know that health and safe-
ty are first, but these kids 
and families know the risk. 
It’s a choice, and I guaran-
tee you they are all willing 
to take that risk.”
 The size of the crowds al-

lowed to attend fall sports 
events, particularly foot-
ball, was a major focus for 
board members as they ar-
rived at their decision. The 
concern about COVID-19 
spreading amongst spec-
tators compelled Hall to 
make a motion at Mon-
day’s meeting to allow fall 
sports to proceed provided 
only immediate family 
members of the athletes 
be allowed to attend until 
the infection numbers drop 
considerably, but the mo-
tion did not get a second.
 During a recent phone 
call, Turner told the News 
& Neighbor he’s been 

working tirelessly to come 
up with a plan to allow 
fans to safely watch the 
games. Measures taken 
include issuing tickets with 
specific seat numbers to 
promote social distancing, 
modifying the preparation 
and sale of items from the 
concession stands and 
enhancing the cleaning 
process, especially in the 
restrooms.
 With those measures in 
place, Turner said he was 
hopeful Science Hill could 
accommodate between 
3,000 and 4,000 fans for 
home games, which he 
says is vital to the survival 

of the school’s athletic 
department.
 “If we could get that 
many people, and we feel 
like that is a safe amount, 
we could survive finan-
cially,” Turner said. “If we 
could get anywhere close 
to that, I think we could 
survive this year.”
 Science Hill’s football 
team is scheduled to open 
the season on Aug. 21 on the 
road against Elizabethton.

The Johnson City Board of Education voted on Monday to allow fall contact 
sports, including football, to begin as scheduled at Science Hill and Liberty Bell. 
PHOTO BY DAKOTA HAMILTON, DOCO PHOTOGRAPHY

Planning a funeral is hard enough to deal with, let alone worrying about the cost. 

Woodall-Anderson & Dugger  
Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services
108 West Watauga Ave. • Johnson City, 37604 

(423) 928-2245
www.wadugger.com

Morris-Baker prices for services include the following charges 
taken from their General Price List dated February 12, 
2020:  Basic Services of Funeral Directors and Staff Over-
head-$2,975, Embalming-$595, Other Care of the Body-Cos-
metology-Dressing and/or Casketing-$295, Use of Facilities 
and/or Staff for Visitation-$295, Use of Facilities And/Or Staff 
For Funeral Ceremony-$425, Use of Equipment and Staff For 
Committal Service-$295,Transfer of Remains to Funeral Home-
$350, Transfer of Remains to Final Disposition-$350, Family 
Car-$75, Utility Vehicle-$55 Total Charges-$5,710

Morris-Baker prices for caskets include the following charges 
taken from their Casket Price List dated February 12, 
2020: Winston 20 Gauge Steel-$1,675, Essex 20 Gauge 
Steel-$2,395, Dean 20 Gauge Steel-$2,695, Milan 20 Gauge 
Steel-$2,995, Carnation 18 Gauge Steel-$3,095, August 
18 Gauge Steel-$3,195, Graham 18 Gauge Steel-$3,725, 
Faith Poplar-$5,225, Ellington Hardwood & Veneer-$2,995,  
Western Poplar-$3,195

Stationery charge of $195 as quoted by Morris Baker staff 
member and on the funeral home website.

Woodall Anderson Dugger prices for services include the fol-
lowing charges taken from their General Price List dated April 
17, 2020.  Basic Services of Funeral Directors and Staff Over-
head-$2,715, Embalming-$495,Other Care of the Body-Cos-
metology-Dressing and/or Casketing-$150, Use of Facilities 
and/or Staff for Visitation-$200, Facilities, Equipment and Staff 
for Ceremony-$200, Use of Equipment and Staff for Committal 
Service, $300, Transfer of Remains to Funeral Home-$425, 
Transfer of Remains to Final Disposition-$295, Family Car-No 
Charge, Utility Vehicle-$165  Total Charges $4,945

Woodall Anderson Dugger prices for caskets include the 
following charges taken from their Casket Price List dated 
April 17, 2020:  Winston 20 Gauge Steel-$990, Essex 20 
Gauge Steel-$1,590, Dean 20 Gauge Steel-$1,890, Milan 
20 Gauge Steel-$1,990, Carnation 18 Gauge Steel-$2,090, 
August 18 Gauge Steel-$2,190, Graham 18 Gauge 
Steel-$2,725, Faith Poplar-$3,990, Ellington Hardwood & 
Veneer-$2,490,  Western Poplar-$2,690

All casket sales include complimentary Stationery/Memory 
Package. 

Sales Tax is calculated on taxable items at the rate of 9.5%. 
All prices are rounded to the nearest dollar.

Winston 20 Gauge Steel $7,758 $6,029 $1,729

Essex 20 Gauge Steel $8,546 $6,686 $1,860

Dean 20 Gauge Steel $8,875 $7,015 $1,860

Milan 20 Gauge Steel $9,203 $7,124 $2,079

Carnation 18 Gauge Steel             $9,313 $7,234 $2,079

August 18 Gauge Steel $9,422 $7,343 $2,079

Graham 18 Gauge Steel  $10,002 $7,929 $2,073

Faith Poplar $11,645 $9,314 $2,331

Ellington Hardwood & Veneer  $9,203 $7,672 $1,531

Western Poplar $9,422 $7,891 $1,531

Casket Name Morris-Baker Woodall-Anderson
& Dugger

Savings at 
Woodall-
Anderson 
& Dugger

Total Price for Casket, Complete Service, 
Stationery/Memory Package and Sales Tax

The Care You Deserve... 
A Price You Can Afford.

- Since 1963 -

222 E. Watauga Avenue @ I-26
Johnson City • 926-4801 

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 9am-1pm

FREE 
DELIVERY

Convenient
Drive-Thru

Service Beyond Expectation

Johnson City School Board approves start of fall contact sports

JRT presents Dearly Departed
 The Jonesborough Repertory Theatre is 
excited to share with their community the 
witty comedy Dearly Departed by Jessie Jones 
(of the Jones Hope Wooten playwright team) 
and David Bottrell. 
 Laugh with the colorful and dysfunctional 
Turpin clan—a family of eccentrics from the 
Baptist backwoods of the Bible Belt—as amidst 
the chaos of a family crisis, they turn for comfort 

to their equally eccentric friends and neighbors, 
who manage to pull together and help each 
other through their hours of need. This is the 
perfect show to lift your spirits and help you 
appreciate those people around you. 
 This production will run Sept. 3-20. It 
is directed by Joe Smith and sponsored by 
Dillow-Taylor Funeral Home. Tickets are 
$17 general admission, $15 for students and 

seniors.  To purchase tickets, call the Historic 
Jonesborough Visitors Center at 423.753.1010 
or go online to jonesboroughtheatre.com. 
The theatre is located at 125.5 W. Main St., 
Jonesborough, TN. 
 JRT will follow the CDC guidelines concerning 
COVID-19, so before purchasing tickets, you will 
need to read the disclaimer and acknowledge 
that you will follow these guidelines.
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	 This	recipe	is	a	riff	
on Mexican street corn. 
It is easier to make 
because it only contains 
4 ingredients. One of the 
ingredients is a Mexican 
cheese that you may not 
be familiar with, Queso 
Fresco. It is not as hard 
as feta but has a similar 
salty	sour	flavor.	The	other	
unusual ingredient that 
gives	the	corn	a	signature	
flavor	and	spicy	kick	is	
Flaming Hot Cheetos! 

Cheetos Street Corn
• 4 ears shucked fresh corn
•  1/4 to 1/3 cup full fat 

mayonnaise
•		1	cup	finely	

crumbled 
Queso Fresco 
Cheese

•  1 cup crumbled 
Flaming Hot 
Cheetos (If 
you don’t like 
spice use plain 
Cheetos. The 
Limon (lime) 
flaming	hot	
flavor	is	also	
good.)

 Boil corn 
until done or 
char with a 
gas grill. (I 
char mine using the 
direct	flame	from	my	
gas range. Use tongs to 
rotate until all sides are 
charred.) Crumble queso 
Fresco with a fork until 
finely	crumbled.	Place	
Cheetos in a bag and hit 

with a rolling pin until 
crumbled. (Also good for 
frustration!)
	 Cover	corn	with	
mayonnaise using a knife. 
Press	cheese	on	all	sides	of	
corn, then press Cheetos 
on top of cheese. Makes 4 
servings.	Enjoy!

Mary Duke Cooks! Sassy Southern
Mary Duke 

McCartt
Guest Columnist

Online at marydukecooks.com

Got TennCare? 
Got Medicare?  
Get more of the 
help you need now.

UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete® (HMO D-SNP) 
includes extra benefits to help you get care and 
services you may be missing today. If you have 
both TennCare and Medicare, that could be a big 
help in these uncertain times. 

Get extra benefits for a $0 plan premium.
Dual Complete is a Medicare plan. It works 
with your TennCare plan. You’ll keep all your 
TennCare benefits and add more. You could get 
extra benefits like:

Dental Coverage
$3,500 toward dental services.

Health & Wellness Products Card
Up to $1,300 loaded onto your card to 
buy health-related items you may need.

Virtual Medical Visits 
Talk to a provider 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week with $0 copay.

And much more

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated 
companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with 
the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with 
Medicare. TennCare is not responsible for payment for these benefits, except for appropriate 
cost sharing amounts. TennCare is not responsible for guaranteeing the availability or quality 
of these benefits. Any additional Medicare benefit mentioned in this communication above 
Original Medicare is applicable to the Medicare benefit only and does not indicate increased 
Medicaid benefits.

© 2020 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All rights reserved.
Y0066_200409_104906_M CST30303_H0251-002-000

Got TennCare and Medicare? 
Call today.
1-877-211-2751, TTY 711
UHCCommunityPlan.com/TN

NOTICE OF VACANCY
Due to the resignation of Commissioner Gary 

McAllister a vacancy now exists in the 
13th County Commission District.

This office will be on the 
November 3, 2020 ballot.

Anyone interested in obtaining a 
qualifying petition may come to the 
Election Commission Office at 100 

E. Main Street Jonesborough. Our Office 
hours are Monday - Friday 8:30 – 5:00.

The qualifying deadline is 
August 20, 2020 at 12:00 NOON

A group of local funeral homes recently hosted a cookout for first responders. 
From left, Lt. Shane Malone, Fire Fighter Brad Henley, Jerry Barnett, Alfred 
Dugger, and Engineer Todd York.

Local funeral homes co-host 
cookout for first responders
 Late last month, Tetrick Funeral 
Services,	Appalachian	Funeral	Home	
&	Cremation	Services	and	Woodall-
Anderson & Dugger Funeral Home & 
Cremation	Services	hosted	a	cookout	for	
local	first	responders.
	 The	event,	which	was	held	on	July	
22,	was	held	to	thank	the	Johnson	City	
Police	Department,	the	Johnson	City	Fire	
Fighters	Association	and	Washington	
County	911	and	EMS	workers.	The	local	
funeral homes wanted to show their 
appreciation	to	our	first	responders,	
who	navigate	the	daily	stress	of	a	high-
pressure	job	while	also	working	on	the	
front	lines	of	the	COVID-19	epidemic.
	 The	firefighters	brought	the	recently	
restored	1928	Seagrave	fire	truck	to	the	
event,	and	several	first	responders	cycled	
in and out of the cookout during their 
lunch	breaks.	David	Mathes,	manager	of	
Appalachian Funeral Home & Cremation 
Services,	served	as	grill	master	for	the	
day,	serving	up	150	hamburgers	and	70	
hot dogs.
 At the stroke of noon, a tribute and 
presentation were held. Mathes and 
Alfred	Dugger,	manager	of	Woodall-
Anderson	&	Dugger	gave	a	$500	donation	
from the funeral homes and the Tetrick 
family	to	the	Junior	Police	Academy.	This	

project	operates	strictly	on	donations	
from	the	community	and	gives	young	
participants	an	overview	of	different	units	
in the police department and a glimpse at 
the	day-to-day	life	of	a	police	officer.
 Billy Gillenwater, manager of Tetrick 
Funeral	Services,	also	presented	a	$500	
donation	to	start	a	fund	with	the	Johnson	
City	Firefighters	Association	to	aid	the	
group	in	buying	official	dress	jackets	
needed for the Fire Fighters Honor Guard 
to wear at ceremonies. The honor guard 
is	called	upon	to	serve	at	funerals	of	fallen	
firefighters	at	ceremonies	where	their	
service	is	requested.
 Anyone wishing to make a donation to 
the	Junior	Police	Academy	can	do	so	by	
sending	a	check	made	out	to	the	Johnson	
City	Police	Department/Junior	Police	
Academy	to:	601	E.	Main	Street,	Johnson	
City,	TN	37601.	For	more	information	
about	the	Junior	Police	Academy,	call	
423.424.6000.
 Donations to the Fire Fighters Honor 
Guard can be made by sending a check 
with	“Honor	Guard	Jacket	Fund”	in	
the	memo	line	to:	Johnson	City	Fire	
Fighters	Association	L-1791,	405	E.	
Market	Street,	Johnson	City,	TN	37601.	
More	information	is	available	if	you	call	
423.282.1257.
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•  Mary E. Reeves, 74, 
Jonesborough, 8/4/20

•  Dr. Robert Theodore 
Maletich, 93, Johnson 
City, 8/6/20

•  Virginia (Jenny) 
Good Light, 87, 
Jonesborough, 8/6/20

•  Charles Edward Minor, 
79, Johnson City, 
8/7/20

•  Chance Wayland 
Graham, 86, 
Jonesborough, 8/7/20

•  Freda Fern Fox Jones, 
91, Jonesborough, 
8/8/20

Obituaries

Newton, Combs&Company, PC
Certified Public Accountants

P.O. Box 5550 EKS • 210 West Oakland, Johnson City
Ph: 423-282-5095  •  Fx: 423-282-4576

Tommy Newton, CPA

Mowing • Mulching • Fertilizing • Weeding
 Aerating • Irrigating • Shrub • Trimming

Call Today for a  
FREE ESTIMATE

423-773-9749 or 423-747-6227

PHILLIPS

Credit Cards Accepted, Financing 
Available, Commercial & Residential, 

Licensed & Insured

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 423.979.1300 FOR MORE INFORMATION! 
SORRY - NO REFUNDS ON CLASSIFIEDSNEWS & NEIGHBOR

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
833-953-0224

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDSNATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS LEGAL NOTICENATIONAL CLASSIFIEDSNATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS

WHEREAS, by a Deed of Trust dated December 12, 2017 recorded in Roll 945 Image 3024, in the Register’s 
Office for Washington County, Tennessee at Jonesborough, Willis D. Fillers (the “Grantor”) conveyed to 
James W. Hickerson, Trustee, the hereinafter described real estate to secure the payment of Grantor’s’ promis-
sory note and all other obligations described therein owing to Andrew Johnson Bank (the “Beneficiary”); and 

 WHEREAS, on the 15th day of July, 2020, Michael J. Hickie of Washington County, Tennessee was 
appointed and designated Substitute Trustee by the Beneficiary pursuant to the terms and conditions of said 
Deed of Trust, said appointment of Substitute Trustee being recorded in the aforesaid Register’s Office in Roll 
1023 Image 430; and

 WHEREAS, default has been made in the payment of said indebtedness, now past due, the entire balance 
of which having been declared due and payable in accordance with the terms of said Note and Deed of Trust, 
and the owner and holder of said Note has directed me, the undersigned Substitute Trustee, to foreclose said 
Deed of Trust in accordance with the terms thereof and to sell said real estate;

 NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by said Deed of Trust, I will on the 25th day 
of August, 2020, conduct the sale at the front Courthouse door of the old courthouse at 110 Main Street in 
Jonesborough, Washington County, Tennessee at the hour of 1:30 o’clock p.m. local time, and I will then 
offer to sell at public auction to the last, highest and best bidder for cash on such terms as announced at the 
sale free from all equitable rights of redemption, statutory rights of redemption, homestead, dower, and all 
other exemptions and redemptive rights of every kind, all of which were expressly waived and surrendered by 
the terms  of said Deed of Trust, subject however, to such prior encumbrances, easements, leases, objections, 
conditions, restrictions, out-conveyances, ad valorem taxes (current and delinquent), and priority tax liens 
(if any) as may appear of record, including but not limited to the ones set out herein, the following described 
real property:

Situate, lying and being in the 9th Civil District of Washington County, Tennessee, more particularly 
described as follows:

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF SALE

CONTROL MAP 47P, GROUP C, PARCEL 010.01

BEING all of Lot 43 on the plan of Orlean Addition of record in Plat Book 3 Page 9, as amended in 
Misc. Book 23 Page 410, in the Register’s Office for Washington County, Tennessee at Jonesbor-
ough, to which reference is here made for a more complete description of said lot.

BEING the same property conveyed to Willis D. Fillers by a deed dated the 15th day of August, 
2014, from Wells Fargo Bank, National Association, recorded in the Register’s Office for 
Washington County, Tennessee at Jonesborough, in Roll 845 Image 1760, to which reference is 
here made.

Said property bears the street address of 1110 Jay Street, Johnson City, Tennessee 37601.

The property will be sold AS IS WHERE IS with no warranties or representations of any kind, express or 
implied, and including any warranty for a particular purpose.

 The aforesaid sale may be postponed to a later date by oral announcement at the time and place of the 
published sale or canceled without further written notice or publication.

 The undersigned reserves the right to take or accept the next highest or best bid at such sale should 
the last and highest bidder fail or refuse to comply with the terms of sale for any reason.  In such event, the 
undersigned shall also reserve the right to reopen the bidding or republish and sell said real property at the 
option of the undersigned.  The Beneficiary may bid on said real property.  

 The Substitute Trustee reserves the right to conduct the sale by or through his agents or attorneys acting 
in his place or stead, including the use of an auctioneer.

 There are no liens of record or claimed liens by the United States or the State of Tennessee.

 Other interested Parties:  None. 

Witness my hand this 17th day of July, 2020.

Michael J. Hickie, Substitute Trustee

Publication Dates
July 29, 2020
August 5, 2020
August 12, 2020

NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDSNATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS

NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDSNATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS

ONE DAY A WEEK

Apply online at: 
jcnewsandneighbor.com/employment/
or call Terry Henderson, 423-282-0051, 
circulation@jcnewsandneighbor.com

Must have dependable transportation & proof of insurance

CARRIERS
WANTED

 As I have mentioned 
before, I started cooking 
as a little boy watching 
mom make cherry pies. 
She let me mix flour, 
stick my finger in the pie 
filling, use the rolling 
pin and other fun stuff. I 
was fascinated with her 
cooking. It was always delicious.
    But, for some reason, women in that generation 
always overcooked steak, pork chops or anything that 
once walked the earth. I’ve heard that from many 
people our age.   
    About a month ago I cooked up a batch of pancakes. 
I don’t make them much anymore, but it’s a third 
generation recipe and they’re good. The trick is getting 
the griddle at just the right temperature. I turned on the 
eye, dropped a little oil and waited. Soon the eye heated 
and I cooked. They turned out fine.
    Over the course of the next few weeks cooking, I 
noticed the eyes on the stove were not heating right. I 
tried melting butter on low simmer on the back eye. In 
no time it was boiling and popping out. I cut it back. That 
had never happened before.
    Last week Judy and I bought a load of silver queen 
corn, green beans, tomatoes and other delicious produce. 
I shucked and snapped beans for hours. 
    Our relatively new range was acting funny. I used one 
pot for the beans and one for the corn. One pot is a little 
thicker than the other. It was taking longer to start to 
boil. I couldn’t figure out why one pot was boiling and 
the other not. Both eyes were turned on high and they 
seemed hot. Go figure. I finally got them all cooked.
    The next day I heated the green beans on simmer. 

In no time they were boiling and making a mess on the 
stove. I cut the temperature back but they were still 
boiling. I couldn’t figure it out. 
    “Judy, this stove is going on the blink. The eyes are 
not heating right. None of them are working at the right 
temperature,” I whined.
    The next evening since we were eating leftovers I 
started heating the vegetables again. This time I was 
more curious about why the eyes were not working right. 
I looked at all five control dials. Humm….that doesn’t 
look quite right.
 “Judy, have you cleaned the stove lately,” I asked?
 ”Yes, about two weeks ago,” she replied.
 “Did you happen to take all the dials off the stove and 
clean them?” I queried.
 She answered with a question, “How do you think you 
can clean a stove without taking the dials off?”
 I thought, “There, I did it again. I asked another stupid 
man question.”
    Sure enough, all five dials were each on the wrong 

element control. Eureka, we’re back in business and 
thankfully, I wasn’t losing my mind.
    “How’s the corn cooking, honey?” Judy asked from 
the den.
     “Fine, now,” I replied.
    Marriage is a two-way street. Somebody cleans, 
somebody cooks. I’ll take the cooking even with its little 
curve balls. And the stove sure is nice and clean.

 by Bill
Derby

Publisher

editor@jcnewsandneighbor.com

Another... Am I going crazy story?

Opinion
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Birth–6 years 7–18 years

Be assured.      Ballad Health is here for you.

Don’t delay childhood 
vaccinations

Your safety is our priority. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
required us all to make big changes and alter our daily 
lives. However, visits with your child’s healthcare provider 
for vaccinations should remain consistent. We’ve created 
processes and safety measures so you 
can feel confident keeping important 
childhood vaccination appointments. 

Did you know?

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

#SafeWithUs

Visit balladhealth.org to learn more.
#SafeWithUs

Provide 
protection at just 
the right time  

Prevent 
complications from 
potentially serious 
diseases

Complete 
all recommended 
doses to provide 
the best protection

On-time 
vaccinations protect 
family, friends and 
the community

The following vaccines are recommended from:

Chickenpox
Varicella

DTaP
Diphtheria

Flu
Influenza

Hepatitis B

Hib

MMR
Measles, mumps, rubella

Pneumococcal
PCV13

Polio
IPV

RV
Rotavirus

Flu
Influenza

HPV
Human papillomavirus

Meningococcal
MenACWY

Tdap
Tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis

This list of recommended 
vaccines by age group is 
intended to be a guide. 
Please speak with your 
pediatrician to plan the best 
course of action for your child.
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Items and prices are specifically intended to apply locally 
where issue originates. BOGOs are sold at ½ price if single 
item is purchased. We reserve the right to limit quantities 

and to correct printed errors. No sales to dealers or 
competitors. Quantity rights reserved. 2020 K-VA-T Food 
Stores, Inc. Food City is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

SALE DATES: FRI., AUG. 14 -
SAT., AUG. 15, 2020• Boone’s Creek • Church Hill • Gray •

• Johnson City • Jonesborough • Rogersville •

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Aug. 14 - aug. 15

Over 
$159

in savings!

599799
With Card

Grass Fed, Whole

Beef Tenderloin
Per Lb.

129
With Card

World Famous

Grainger County Tomatoes
Per Lb.

149
With Card

Grade A, White

Food Club Large Eggs
18 Ct.

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Stouffer’s Entrees
5.23-11.75 Oz.

199
With Card

Selected Varieties

Hostess Snack Cakes
9.31-15.23 Oz.

499 188

500

With Card With Card

With Card

Selected Varieties, 
Lance Family Size Crackers or

Hershey’s Party Size Candy
20 Ct. or 31.5-35.9 Oz.

199
With Card

Selected Varieties

Nabisco Snack Crackers
3.5-9 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Smithfield Stack Pack Bacon
24 Oz.

Country Roast

Folgers Coffee
25.1 Oz.

LIMIT

2

LIMIT

2

LIMIT

4
LIMIT

4
EACH

3/$5

5/$10

With Card

With Card

Selected Varieties

Post Cereal
11-18 Oz.

LIMIT

4

Selected Varieties

Mayfield Novelties
6 Pk.

LIMIT

5

3

LIMIT

6

LIMIT

4

5/$11 3/$9With Card With Card

Selected Varieties

Pepsi Products
6 Pk., 16-16.9 Oz. Btls.

Selected Varieties

Powerade
Drink
8 Pk., 20 Oz. Btls.

Must buy 5 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are 3.99 each. 
Discount applied as a coupon. Limit 1 transaction 

(5 total items) per ValuCard per day. Customer pays sales tax.

Must buy 3 in the same transaction. Lesser quantities are 4.99 each. 
Discount applied as a coupon. Limit 1 transaction 

(3 total items) per ValuCard per day. Customer pays sales tax.

5

499
With Card

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Marie Callender’s Pie
24.8-42 Oz.

LIMIT

4

149

Food City Fresh, Whole

Boneless Pork Loin
Per Lb.

499

199

With Card

With Card

Bistro Deli Classics, American Cheese or

Black Forest Ham
Per Lb.

188

499

499 149

With Card

With Card

With Card With Card

Selected Varieties, 
HomeMaker

Orange Juice 
or Juicy Juice

59-64 Oz.

188
With Card

Sweet

Cantaloupe
Each

Tangy Original

Sunny D
18 Pk.

199
With Card

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Food City Biscuits
12 Ct.

LIMIT

2

LIMIT

2

LIMIT

4
EACH

Selected Varieties, Corn Chips, Popcorn or

Terry’s Cheese Snacks
6-9.25 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Kind Bars
1.4 Oz.

69¢

88¢

With Card

With Card

Selected Varieties, Margaret Holmes

Seasoned Vegetables
14.5-15 Oz.

Variety Pack

Fruit Splash
24 Pk., 1/2 Liter Btls.

3/$5With Card

Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls, Crescent Rolls or

Pillsbury Sweet Biscuits 
Selected Varieties, 6-8 Ct.

LIMIT

12

LIMIT

6

In the Bakery

Kern’s 
Glazed 
Donuts

Dozen

LIMIT

4

188
With Card

Selected Varieties, Yoplait Go-Gurt (16 Oz.) or

General Mills Bars
5-8.98 Oz.

LIMIT

3
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

Food Club Macaroni & Cheese (5.5-7.25 Oz.) or

Hunt’s Pasta Sauce
Selected Varieties, 24 Oz.

LIMIT

4
EACH

2/$1With Card

With Card With Card


	NN_01
	NN_02
	NN_03
	NN_04
	NN_05
	NN_06
	NN_07
	NN_08

